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January 2009 

St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
4200 Londonderry Road, Harrisburg, PA  17109 

(717) 652-6700 
www.stmarksharrisburg.org       

e-mail: stmarkslutheran@verizon.net 
The Rev. James E. Person, 717-695-7525 

Seminarian, Cassandra Lamb 

PURPOSE STATEMENT  -  St. Marks is a church that  
P raises God                                           Worship  
R elishes Relationships                           Fellowship  
A cts as God's Ambassadors                  Evangelism  
Y earns to Learn                                      Discipleship  
S erves God and Our Neighbors             Ministry 

 

 

 

 

 

—Declined Pastor Jim’s invitation to 

take part in the “Blessing of the   

Animals”.  He preferred to watch the 

herd of dogs and cats through a  

window in Fellowship Hall. 

 

—Still has a pleasant memory of  

music provided by the Chancel 

Choir, the Mission Bells, the Youth 

Ensemble, and the Cherub Choir 

during the Advent and Christmas 

seasons. 

 

—Thought it was kind of neat to be 

included in the Christmas Card in 

Every Home project. 

 

—Having heard a lot of scary noise 

at the front of the church, found a 

new door at the ramp near the choir 

room.  He apparently missed a  

Property Ministry meeting. 

 

—Noticed that there are a number of 

Church Directories available in the 

Narthex.  These are free to all    

members and if you didn’t get one, 

feel free to pick one up. 

 

—Had fun watching the church    

being decorated and people enjoying 

food and fellowship one Saturday in 

December. 

 

— Would like to add his thanks and 

Godspeed to those Helping Hands 

who will be making a mission trip to 

the Katrina disaster area early this 

month. 

 

— Is looking forward to seeing       

his friends and fellow parishioners   

at the January 25 congregational 

meeting. 

SPECIAL DATES 
 

*  New Year’s Day, January 1, 2009 

*  Epiphany, January 6, 2009 

*  Baptism of the Lord, January 11, 2009 

*  Inauguration Day, January 20, 2009 

*  Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-25, 2009 
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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the be-

ginning with God. 3All things came into being 

through him, and without him not one thing came 

into being. What has come into being 4in him was 

life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not over-

come it.  John 1:1-5 (NRSV) 

 

The passage above is from the Gospel reading    

assigned by the Revised Common Lectionary for 

Christmas Day.  (In case you are not aware of it, the 

Lectionary is a three-year cycle of readings assigned for 

use at worship.  The first Christian lectionaries go back 

to the beginnings of the Church with Hebrew lection-

aries in place long before that.  Jesus reading from the 

prophet Isaiah in the temple is an example of an early 

lectionary reading.  There are Christmas readings as-

signed for Christmas Eve, Christmas Dawn, and 

Christmas Day.  They have been pretty much the same 

for centuries). 

 

Most of us are, no doubt, familiar with those   

opening verses of John’s gospel.  With his sweeping 

statements and majestic language John paints a very 

different picture than the “baby in a manger” we most 

often associate with scenes of that first Christmas Day.  

By reading John’s gospel alongside the others we get a 

more complete understanding of just what took place 

when “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” 

   

The birth of the Son of God to a virgin mother is 

certainly a divine mystery.  The idea of that child also 

being the Word that was with God and was God from 

“the beginning” is pretty much incomprehensible, at 

least to me.  But what strikes home for me most about 

this passage this year is that, “What has come into   

being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 

people. The light shines in the darkness, and the dark-

ness did not overcome it.” 

 

We begin this New Year as we do every year, with 

the liturgical season of Epiphany.  Epiphany literally 

means “manifestation” and it describes the revealing of 

Jesus to the gentiles, and thus as Savior of the whole 

world.  An important symbol of Epiphany is light,   

representing Jesus as the Light of the World.  As we 

encounter the world with its many problems and      

crises, and as we deal with many of those same issues 

on a personal level, it becomes increasingly important 

that we remember, “The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness did not overcome it.” 

 

The world is not a perfect place.  It has not been a 

perfect place since the fall of Adam and Eve, and it 

will not be a perfect place until the Lord comes again 

to restore all creation to himself.  But there has always 

been the Light.  The light of the burning bush calling 

Moses to lead God’s people out of bondage; the light 

of the pillar of fire to lead the Israelites through the 

wilderness at night; the light of the star of Bethlehem 

that led the magi to where the baby Jesus lay; the 

Light of the World, which cannot be overcome by 

even the deepest, most threatening darkness and that 

will shine forever in the hearts of all believers.    

Keeping that Light as our focus, we can see through 

the darkest of times and find the hope of this Epiph-

any season. 

 

Today it is the Church that brings the light of 

Christ to the world.  Jesus told his followers in the    

Sermon on the Mount, “You are the light of the world. 

A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after light-

ing a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the 

lamp stand, and it gives light to all in the house.”  In 

the Sacrament of Holy Baptism we present a candle to 

the one Baptized and charge them with Jesus’          

command to “let your light shine before others, so 

that they may see your good works and give glory to 

your Father in heaven.” 

 

Even in the darkest of times we can be assured that 

the Light of Christ will shine.  The darkness did not, 

cannot, and will not ever overcome it.  And, just as a 

mirror turned toward a light will reflect it in other    

directions, when we turn toward Jesus we reflect his 

light into a darkened world.  May the Light of Christ 

fill your Epiphany season and your life. 
 

 

                                                          Pr. Jim Person 
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MEMORIALS FOR BETTY WILLIAMSON 
Janet E. Sheely 
Ronald Graham 
St. Mark’s Gleaners 
Donald Williamson 
Margit May 
Zara Bennett 
 

THOSE WHO HAVE MOVED 
Carrie Young 
The Residence 

4004 Linglestown Road, Room 226 
Harrisburg, PA 17112 
 
Bernice Harnish 
Homeland Center 
1901 North 5th Street, Room 2S6 
Harrisburg, PA 17102 
221-7817 

 

 
Dear Friends at St. Mark’s, 
 
     Thank you for your cards and prayers during my  
recent knee replacement surgery.  Knowing others care 
during an illness is a meaningful gift to one’s spirits. 
 
                                                    With sincere thanks, 
                                                    Karen Kelly Smith 
 
 
Dear Friends at St. Mark’s, 
 
     I would like to thank everyone for their cards, 
prayers and flowers.  Also, thanks to Pastor Person for 
his visits. 
 
                                                    Arzie Fanus 
 
 
Social Service Ministry would like to thank every one 
who helped in any way to help us make Thanksgiving 
and Christmas a little brighter for some families.  Your 
help was greatly appreciated and most welcome.  We 
thank you for your generosity and I know some little 
children had a wonderful Christmas morning due to 
you.  May God continue to bless you all the days of this 
new year. 
 
                                                    THANK YOU!! 
 
 

     Social Services Ministry Committee thanks the  

congregation for the gifts you helped provide for our 

two families at Christmas. These were large families, 

one with two babies and one with several children.  

As always, the congregation has come through with 

gifts and food items for their Christmas dinners.  

THANK YOU ALL!!! We hope you all had a blessed 

holiday season! 

     In January, we will be collecting items for Love 

Boxes for our military and college students. Please 

make sure to complete the form in the Parish Post for 

your student or military member. We will be collecting 

various food items, the usual items, to pack and send in 

time for Valentine's Day....love boxes. Thank you again 

for supporting others. 

 
 

     I wish to thank Pastor Jim and everyone for their 

cards and prayers for my mother,  Dorothy Kitzmiller, 

also a special thank you to the women of ELCA for the 

fruit basket, delivered by Shirley Johns to my mother, 

she was very thrilled.   Please continue holding my 

mother in your prayers.  

                                                          Sincerely,  

                                                          Loraine Mariner 

 
 
Thank you all for the great response to the Steward-

ship/Goal-setting campaign we had in November.  We 

had almost 90 goal-setting cards returned.  In terms of 

“giving units” that is a very good percentage of our 

membership.  This response reflects a desire and a 

commitment on the part of the members of St. Mark’s 

to be good stewards of the gifts with which God has 

blessed us, especially our financial resources.  Whether 

your goal is to maintain the same level of giving you 

are at now or to increase your giving by some amount, 

any and all goals are important and commendable.        

I am a firm believer that many Christians would like to 

do more to support the work of the church and to show 

their thanks to God for all God does for us.  The dollar 

figures represented on the goal-setting cards are        

important, but what is more important is the fact that 

goals are set and commitments made. As a reminder of 

those goals and commitments, the box containing the 

completed cards has been placed on the altar as a sign 

of our offering to God.  More cards are available on the 

table in the narthex for anyone who missed the          

opportunity to turn one in.  If you have any questions 

about the Stewardship/Goal-setting campaign, please 

do not hesitate to ask Pr. Jim, Stephanie Carl, or Jim 

Carl.  We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you 

have first given us… 
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MUSIC MINISTRY NOTES 
May there be PEACE for your heart and soul, 

JOY in the daily journey, and 

overflowing LOVE to bless you now 

in this new year! 

 

     This verse, from a greeting card, expresses my hopes 

for all of us as we embark on another year.  May the 

wonder and amazement of the Nativity season ever   

remain with you.   

     One main theme of this article is GRATITUDE.     

Music is a gift that keeps giving.  I can never express 

enough thanks to the many musicians serving our     

congregation; however, I can do it ENTHUSIASTI-

CALLY!!  I know that you, the members of St. Mark’s 

appreciate them, too, because you have told me so. 

     We welcome individuals who are interested in     

joining our ministry.  Feel free to call Joyce at 939-9050 

or talk to a present member. 

     Secondly, tremendous gratitude is extended to Betty 

Shook and her community of helpers who overwhelm-

ingly succeeded in their Holiday Extravaganza!                

I applaud the leadership of Betty in producing such an 

event.  Many hours of working together, artistic design, 

creative talent, and personal sacrifice were evident in 

this fundraiser.  Betty brought people together for a 

cause.  The Mission Bells ministry was that cause, and 

we are forever grateful to everyone for their generosity 

of support.  The Extravaganza raised $9,194.00! 

     With that gift, comes responsibility.  Some funds will 

be directed towards any needed repair and refurbishing 

of bells, replacement of music binders, and purchase of 

more handchimes.  (The line item in the church budget 

pays only for music.)  the Extravaganza money will be a 

long-term support for the Mission Bells. 

     One way to show our gratitude is to follow the set 

example, choose “a cause” and help others.  The mem-

bers of the Bell Ministry and I will decide together on 

what happens next.  We will keep you up-to-date on our 

ideas. 

     Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

                                                          In His service, 

                                                          Joyce 

 

 

BOOK CLUB 

“The Testament” by Eric Van Lustbader.   Next meeting 

of the Book Club will be Thursday, January 29, 2009 at 

10:00 A.M in the church Parlor. 

 

 

 

— Twenty-three fruit baskets were packed and deliv-

ered to St. Mark’s shut-ins. 

 

— Twenty-five personal care kits were prepared and 

given to Bethesda Mission Women’s Shelter. 

 

— On December 9, the Esther Circle caroled with the 

residence of Pheasant Hills Estate.  A large basket of ap-

ples were given as a gift. 

 

— The “Happy Hooker” group presented W/ELCA two 

boxes of lap robes for the Lebanon Veterans Hospital.  

Thank you Susie Snowflack. 

 

— Thank you to all the women that gave their time, ef-

fort and donations to make these projects a success. 

 

Meetings for January 2009: 

Jan. 6 —Sewing/Project Day @ 9:00 a.m. 

Jan. 13 — Esther/Dorcas/Lydia Circles @ 9:30 a.m. 

Jan. 13 — W/ELCA Board Meeting @ 6:00 p.m. 

Jan. 27 — Eve Circle @ 7:00 p.m. 

Jan. 28 — Parish Post Assembly @ 12:30 p.m. 

JANUARY’S BIRTHDAYS 
 
1           Phyllis Mengel   
4           Alice Graham     
7           Courtney Lang   
             Connie Sours     
9           Charles Evans    
11         Pearl Engleman  
             Paul Briner         
12         John Sours        
             Karin Judd         
             Marcia Forlizzi   
13         Brent Spencer    
             Clay Spencer     
15         Jeff Weldon        
             Christina Dinger  
18         Christopher Fleegal 
21         Susan Smithers  
             Hannah Clisham 
23         Taylor Reynolds 
             Arzula Fanus     
25         Paul Harman      
26         Jeanne Rowand 
27         Rebekah Hengst 
30         Zakery Sholder  
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THE SEEKERS SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 
     On Sunday, January 4, the Seekers Sunday School 

class will begin to examine “In God’s Name,” a      

documentary which explores the complex questions of 

our time through the intimate thoughts and beliefs of 

12 of the world’s most influential spiritual leaders. 

Mark Hanson, ELCA Presiding Bishop and President of 

the Lutheran World Federation, is one of the featured 

religious leaders. The 12 were chosen by the filmmak-

ers because of the vast number of believers – 4 billion – 

that their faiths represent and the diversity of their 

spirituality. 

     Other spiritual leaders included in the documentary 

include Pope Benedict XVI, the Dalai Lama, and the 

Archbishop of Canterbury, as well as Jewish, Islamic, 

Hindu, and Shinto figures. 

     “In God’s Name” marks the first time that this dis-

tinct group of leaders has appeared in one program, 

allowing the viewer to see them in intimate settings, 

including their homes and personal places of worship.  

These spiritual beacons speak out about violence and 

hatred and reveal their own thoughts about faith, 

peace, unity, tolerance and hope. Ultimately, through 

the eyes of these 12 very different religious figures, the 

filmmakers discover the common ground among      

believers around the world. 

     “In God’s Name” will be available to all other      

Sunday School classes and other members of St. Mark’s 

over the next few months. It is hoped that all classes 

will take advantage of the opportunity to study and 

discuss this marvelous resource. An intergenerational 

discussion and dinner, tentatively scheduled for the 

evening of Sunday, April 26, will bring together the 

Seekers, Youth Group, Young Adult class, and other 

interested members to review the documentary and 

examine the complex issues it presents. 

     See April Trout or Pastor Jim for more information. 

LOVE BOX TIME 
Love Box time will be here before we know it.  So to get 

a little ahead Social Services Ministry is asking for your 

help once again.  We need ALL parents of students 

who have graduated from high school and who now 

are attending some form of higher education.  That 

means college, technical school, nursing school, etc.  

Plus if you have a child in the armed services we need 

you also.  What we require is very simple.  We need the 

name and address of your child so that Social Services 

Ministry and the Youth Group can send them one of 

our famous LOVE BOXES.  That is simple enough and 

not hard.  Please fill out the form below and return it to 

the church office by January 31, 2009.  Thank you so 

much for your help and I know when the boxes arrive 

at their destinations, those students and service people 

will thank you also.  REMEMBER IF WE DO NOT 

HAVE THEIR NAME, WE CAN NOT SEND THEM A 

LOVE BOX. 

 

 

NAME: 

 

 

STREET: 

 

 

CITY: 

 

 

STATE: 

 

 

ZIP CODE: 

PLEASE NOTE:   In order to make the receiving of Communion more “user friendly” and to allow the opportunity 

for more congregation members to serve as communion assistants, we will be making a change in the way the wine is 

distributed at communion.  Beginning Sunday February 1st, when Cassandra returns, we will be serving the wine from 

two chalices instead of only one.  The first chalice to be passed will be “common cup” or drinking chalice.  The second 

will be strictly a “pouring chalice”, from which no one will drink directly.  This practice is common in many churches 

and eliminates the need to ask for a pre-poured cup from the altar.  It also means we will be able to allow congregation 

members to serve as communion assistants along with the seminarian and for two members to serve when the seminar-

ian is not with us.  If you would like to serve as a communion assistant, the sign-up sheet is on the wall across from the 

church office.  If you have any questions about serving, please see Pr. Jim.  This is a very important ministry for our 

members; please consider serving as you are able. 
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St. Mark’s Church Council 
 

President                   James Carl 

Vice President           Charles Reddinger 

Secretary                   Lisa Hand 

Treasurer                   Calvin Smith 

Financial Secretary   Rita Trovalli 

Council Members     Zara Bennett  

                                    Greg Bennick               

                                    Reuel Deppen 

                                    Pastor Jim Person 

                                    Molly Stanton 

                                    Thomas Stohler 

                                    Mary Sultzaberger 

                                    Tracey Swetnam 

                                    Lori Ulrich 

                                    Donald Young 

Organist Emeritus    Betty Briner 

Minister of Music      Joyce Van Nieuwkuyk 

Church Secretary     Kim DiPaolo 

Youth Director          Jesse Woodrow 


