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February 2009 

St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
4200 Londonderry Road, Harrisburg, PA  17109 

(717) 652-6700 
www.stmarksharrisburg.org       

e-mail: stmarkslutheran@verizon.net 
The Rev. James E. Person, 717-695-7525 

Seminarian, Cassandra Lamb 

PURPOSE STATEMENT  -  St. Marks is a church that  
P raises God                                           Worship  
R elishes Relationships                           Fellowship  
A cts as God's Ambassadors                  Evangelism  
Y earns to Learn                                      Discipleship  
S erves God and Our Neighbors             Ministry 

SPECIAL DATES 
 

*  Boy Scout Sunday, February 8, 2009 

*  Valentine’s Day, February 14, 2009 

*  Presidents’ Day, February 16, 2009 

*  Transfiguration of the Lord, February 22, 2009 

*  Ash Wednesday, February 25, 2009 

February 25, 2009 
Worship Services at 

Noon & 7:00 P.M. 

 
 

Services at 
Noon & 7:00 P.M. 

The significance of Lent.  Lent 

is the fourth season of the 

Christian year. Its length is 

the 40 days preceding Easter 

Day, not counting Sundays. 

This means Lent always  

begins on a Wednesday, 

known as Ash Wednesday.  

 

Lent commemorates Jesus’ 

fast and temptation in the  

wilderness of Judea Province, 

which, according to the  

Gospel, lasted 40 days. Just  

as Jesus confronted his temp-

tations during these 40 days, 

Lent helps Christians focus  

on our most basic need as  

sinners: forgiveness.  

 

The only way our Lord’s  

forgiving power can become 

effective in our lives is by our 

taking the initiative to con-

front our sins, confess them 

and repent of them. In short, 

Lent is a season of penitence.  

 

Some Christians fast during 

Lent. This denial of bodily 

comforts can help encourage 

self-reflection about the need 

for Jesus’ forgiveness.  
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What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants 

through whom you came to believe, as the Lord as-

signed to each. I planted, Apollos watered, but God 

gave the growth. So neither the one who plants nor 

the one who waters is anything, but only God who 

gives the growth. The one who plants and the one 

who waters have a common purpose, and each will 

receive wages according to the labor of each. For we 

are God's servants, working together; you are God's 

field, God's building.  1 Corinthians 3:5-9  

 

It is exciting for me to be able to say that St. Mark’s 

has been a growing congregation for the past year or 

so.  Our average weekly attendance for 2008 was 170, 

the highest it has been since 2005.  We had a few  

Sundays between October and December when  

we had a total of over 200 people in church.  These 

numbers show significant growth in our ministry from 

previous years.  Of course, any growth is significant if 

it means we are making a difference in people’s lives 

by sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Paul makes it clear in his letter to the Corinthians 

that we must not be too quick to pat ourselves on the 

back for the growth of our congregation, though.  He 

reminds us in no uncertain terms “only God gives the 

growth.”  Paul also admits, though, that while those of 

us who “plant and water” are not the ones ultimately 

responsible for the growth of the Church, we do have a 

“common purpose.”  That purpose, as he points out, is 

to be “God’s servants, working together.” 

As I have shared my excitement over our growth 

with the Congregation Council and with the various 

ministries of our congregation, I have often used the 

analogy of a tree.  This analogy shows us both the joys 

and the responsibilities we have to keep God’s church 

healthy and vital as it grows.   

Jesus often used the illustration of the fruit tree to 

draw comparisons between his followers, would-be 

followers, and those fought against both him and his 

followers.  The good trees (Jesus’ followers) bear good 

fruit, while the bad trees (Jesus’ enemies) bear bad 

fruit.  The would-be followers, he said, should show 

their faith in him by doing all they could to bear good 

fruit. 

The growth of our congregation is a sign to me that 

God is blessing us with good fruit.  But it is also giving 

me some cause for concern, and this is where the  

responsibility of sustaining our growth comes in.  

This is where we need to be aware of the purpose Paul 

says we have, to work together to serve God by plant-

ing, watering and caring for the Church that God is 

growing around us.  We must see to it that the roots, 

trunk, and branches of this tree we call St. Mark’s re-

main strong enough to support the fruit that is being 

produced here. 

While our Sunday morning worship ministry is 

growing and our outreach ministries continue to serve 

our community in many ways, there are still many  

opportunities to help tend to the roots, trunk, and 

branches that support the fruit of our ministry.  Every 

ministry of our church has room for more members to 

participate.  When it comes to working together to 

serve God, there is always room for one more, and  

usually many more, to plant, feed, and water the 

seeds of faith. 

I ask all of you to prayerfully consider where God 

might be calling you to serve St. Mark’s today.  If you 

have questions about a particular ministry or activity 

feel free to ask me, a council member, or anyone else 

who might be able to help you with information.  You 

need not be an “official member” of a ministry, or the 

congregation for that matter, to help us serve.  In  

addition to the various ministries of the church you 

might serve as Lector (one who reads the lessons at 

worship), Communion Assistant (an urgent need right 

now), Usher, Sunday school teacher or student.   

We have opportunities to serve on Altar Care, 

Flower Delivery to shut-ins and others, and Bread  

Delivery to visitors.  Women of the ELCA do many 

things to support our church and I would like to see 

Lutheran Men in Mission become active again soon 

(take the hint guys, I’m looking for leadership!) 

God is growing a beautiful tree in St. Marks’ 

church.  Now let’s fulfill our common purpose, as 

God’s servants, working together to keep the roots 

healthy, the trunk solid and the branches strong. 

 

Your fellow servant, 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Person 
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MEMORIALS FOR BETTY WILLIAMSON 
The Harnish Family 

Betty & Lawrence Grafton 

Susan Timmons 

Connie Wise 

Anna & Mark Harnish 

 

THANK YOU NOTES 

 
Dear Friends at St. Mark’s, 

 

     I would like to thank everyone for their cards, 

Prayers and thanks to Pastor Person for his visit 

During my stay in the hospital. 

 

                                            Sincere thanks, 

                                            Harry Roat 

 

 

     This was our first Thanksgiving all together as a 

Family.  It was wonderful.  Bless you all who had a 

Hand in helping us!! 

 

                                            Love, 

                                            Heather, Hector, Teressa, 

                                            Gracy, Anthyoine, Ivory, 

                                            and Angel 

 

 

To the Women of the ELCA and St. Marks,  

 
     I would like to thank you for the wonderful fruit  

basket I received and to everyone who took part in  

putting the baskets together and those who delivered 

them. Your kindness is greatly appreciated.  

 

                                            God bless, 

                                            Bob Anderson 

 

 

     Thank you to all the ladies of the ELCA, for the 

beautiful fruit basket that was delivered to me by Barb 

Dudek. I really appreciate all the time and effort that 

went in to the making and delivery of these baskets.  

It was such a nice surprise. Thank you Barb for  

bringing it to me. I can't put into words how much 

your thoughtfulness means to me.  

 

                                            Donna Lahr  

 
 

Dear St. Mark's Family, 

     Many thanks for the calls, cards and prayers I 

received during my recent illness and surgery. 

     The flowers from the Esther Circle were lovely and 

certainly brightened my days. 

     Also, thanks to Pastor Jim for his comforting calls, 

thoughts and prayers. 

     John and I feel blessed to be part of such a loving 

and caring church family. 

 

                                            In Christian Love, 

                                            Margaret Herigan 

 

MUSIC NOTES 
A special invitation! 

     The Extravaganza will be open one more 

Weekend!  This is a unique shopping experience  

featuring gifts for every holiday and  

season.  The proceeds will benefit the Mission Bell  

Ministry, a vital part of our music  

program.   

     Betty Shook and Extravaganza volunteers will  

welcome you on the weekend of Valentine’s Day.   

Take note of the following schedule: 

 

               February 14, Saturday, 10 am - 5 pm 

               February 15, Sunday, 1 pm - 5 pm 

               February 16, Monday, 10 am - 5 pm 

 

     Thank-you for your interest and patronage. 

 

                                    Joyce, Betty and many 

                                    volunteer friends 

 

 

SOCIAL SERVICES MINISTRY:  
We are currently working on Love Boxes for our  

military,  college and technical students.....snacks 

(except for peanut butter items, please) and monetary 

donations are being accepted. we collect and the Youth 

Group will be packing and sending to our extended  

St. Marks family. 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE:  
Did everybody see our candle advertising St. Mark’s  

Christmas Eve services in the December Patriot? 
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA CHRISTIAN  

SERVICE 
Angel Tree to Outreach Clinic at Christ Lutheran 

96 pair of white socks – 19 pair of gloves 

66 hats – 24 hand sanitizers 

19 packs of sugar-free cough drops 

Pinnacle Health Outreach 

26 hand-knitted hats and gloves 

Evangelical Lutheran Indian Mission 

Rocky Point, AZ 

Gloves, hats, booties, and socks 

Bethesda Women’s Shelter 

25 personal care bags 

Thank you to Connie Wise, who organized the fruit 

basket project. 

Lap robes are still needed for the veterans’ hospital. 

Please contact Julie Rowe. 
 

Meetings for February 2009: 

Sewing/Project Day - February 3rd @ 9:00 am 

W/ELCA Board Meeting - February 10th @ 6:00 pm 

Dorcas/Lydia/Esther Circles - February 10th @ 9:30 am 

Eve Circle - February 24th @ 7:00 pm 

Parish Post Assembly - February 25th @ 12:30 pm 

 

NEW MEMBERS 
John Amaike 

413 Amherst Drive, Apt. B 

Harrisburg, PA 17109 

717-526-4943  Born: June 19th 

Occupation: Warehouse Worker 

 

Scott E. Minarich 

406 Princess Avenue 

Harrisburg, PA 17109 

717-540-9456  Born: November 9th 

E-mail: scott.e.minarich@us.army.mil 

Occupation: Transportation Construction Inspector 

                       Supervisor 

Hobbies: Deer, Turkey, Bear and small game hunting & 

                  fishing. 

 

Helen  J. Dugan 

4797 Tipton Road 

Harrisburg, PA 17111 

Born: October 26th  Occupation: Retired 

 

Jonnie & Paul E. Deibler  

3848 Derry Street 

Harrisburg, PA 17111 

717-564-2434 

Paul’s info: 

E-mail:  pedeibler@comcast.net 

Born:  June 4th 

Occupation:  Insurance Agent 

Hobbies:  Coin Collecting & Cabin Camping 

Jonnie’s info: 

Born: December 2nd 

Occupation:  Part-time bookkeeping/Housewife 

Hobbies:  Crafts, Sewing, Ceramics 

 

YOUTH GROUP 
Feb. 1     Super Bowl party hosted by Social Ministry 

Feb. 6-8  Young Adult Beach Retreat 

Feb. 15 @6-8:30 pm YG meeting 

Feb. 22 @ 6 pm Congregational Dinner/Talent Show              

                           Practice 

Feb. 24 @ 6 pm Shrove Tuesday/Mardi Gras -  

                           Congregational Dinner/Talent Show 

March 1 @ 6-8:30 pm YG meeting 

March 8-9 @ 7pm Lock In 

March 22 @ 5 pm Parents and YG meeting/Dinner 

                               (Bring Covered Dish) 

March 29 @ 7:30 am Bunny Breakfast 

 

PLEASE NOTE:    
In order to make the receiving of Communion more 

“user friendly” and to allow the   opportunity for more 

congregation members to serve as communion assis-

tants, we will be making a change in the way the wine 

is distributed at communion.  Beginning Sunday     

February 1st, when Cassandra returns, we will be serv-

ing the wine from two chalices instead of only one.  

The first chalice to be passed will be “common cup” or 

drinking chalice.  The second will be strictly a “pouring 

chalice”, from which no one will drink directly.  This 

practice is common in many churches and eliminates 

the need to ask for a pre-poured cup from the altar.  It 

also means we will be able to allow congregation mem-

bers to serve as communion assistants along with the 

seminarian and for two members to serve when the 

seminarian is not with us.  If you would like to serve as 

a communion assistant, the sign-up sheet is on the wall 

across from the church office.  If you have any ques-

tions about serving, please see Pr. Jim.  This is a very 

important ministry for our members; please consider 

serving as you are able. 

 

SUPER BOWL PARTY:  Sunday, February 1st at 

5:30 pm.  Come out and join in the fun at the  

Fellowship Committee's annual Super Bowl Party.  

Bring your favorite party snack to share. Drinks will be 

provided.  
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MAKE A DIFFERENCE – Become a  

CONTACT HELPLINE VOLUNTEER! 
CONTACT Helpline is a non-profit organization that 

provides listening, information and referral services for 

the greater Capital region.   The Helpline, staffed by 

trained volunteers, is anonymous and available 24 x7.  

We answer approximately 2,000 calls per month from 

people in need of assistance. Our volunteers are  

ALWAYS available to listen – no matter what time of 

the day or night. A problem may seem overwhelming 

until you talk it through.  We respond to a wide range 

of needs such as: family problems, substance abuse, 

mental health issues, housing and emergency services 

& health.   

As a CONTACT volunteer, not only do you provide  

a valuable community service, but you will also receive 

the benefits of new friendships, new skills and oppor-

tunities for continued learning.  Shifts are flexible and 

you pick the times that fit your schedule.  The CON-

TACT experience will be as fulfilling for you as it is for 

those who reach out for help. 

 Call the business office at 717 652-4987 to find out 

when the next volunteer training session begins!  Visit 

us on the web at www.contacthelpline.org. 

 

NURSERY SCHOOL is off to a great start in the 

new year. The children in the 4 year old class are busy 

making friends with the alphabet pals and the children 

in the three year old class are dressing up and acting 

out the Nursery Rhymes. The classroom is set up as an 

office and the children are working hard at their com-

puters perfecting their pre-writing skills. We all wel-

come Pastor Jim’s visits as he tells us another Bible 

Story.  

Registration for the 2009-10 school year has begun. If 

you need an application form you may call 671-4855 

and leave your name and address and a form will be 

sent to you. I will putting out forms on the round table 

outside the 3-4 year old classroom on Jan. 20th and you 

may pick up as many as you need. We do fill up 

quickly and I urge you to register early. Check out our 

website pictures of our school and the application 

form. (You must print the form off and mail it in and 

can’t submit it online)  

Our Bunny breakfast will be held on March 28th. Please 

mark your calendars to save the date as it is a fun filled 

day for adults as well as children. I will be sending our 

more information in later Parish Post articles or in the 

church bulletin. If you know of anyone who has a small 

business who would be willing to donate a gift card or 

prize , please call the school and leave a message as 

soon as possible. Our silent auction is a huge part of 

profit and this takes a huge amount of effort to put this 

together.  

I look forward to seeing as many of the church family 

as possible at our event. Please continue to pray for our 

school families and our staff.  

 

NEW ADDRESS 
Sara Collins 

4248 Society Park Court 

Harrisburg, PA 17109 

Treasurer’s Report Summary 

December  2008 
 

                                                 RECEIPTS                                                             EXPENDITURES 

                                                   Dec.   08                                                                 Dec.   08               

Operating                                  $23,994                       Operating                            $18,889   
Benevolence                                   2,915                       Benevolence                           5,993                      

Subtotal                                      26,909                                                                     24,682        
Hunger                                             238                        Hunger                                      523                                                       
Building Fund                                  613                        Building Fund                        2,659 
Memorial Fund                                380                        Memorial Fund                              0 
Designated Funds                         2,348 (1)                   Designated Funds                      355 (2)           
Nursery Sch payroll                     3,041                        Nursery Sch payroll               3,041                                                                       

   Total                                      $33,529                                                                   $31,260                

     

(1) Receipts include:  Nursery School Scholarships $85; Youth $989; Mission Partner $88;  Extravaganza/Bell Fund $101; 
Evangelism Outreach $145; Carillon Replacement $804; Funeral Luncheon $100; and LWR $36.. 
 
(2) Expenditures include:  Mission Bell Fund $47; Mellinger Int/Seminarian $257; and Food Pantry $50. 

 
Calvin Smith 
Treasurer 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY AT ST. MARK’S 

As you may or may not know, depending on how long 

you have been active at St. Mark’s, we are a Stephen 

Ministry Congregation.  Stephen Ministry is a wonder-

ful way for us to be able to “multiply” the caring minis-

try of our church through the use of trained lay visi-

tors.  You will be hearing more about this important 

ministry in the near future as we work to make full use 

of this blessing in our midst.  Following are some ques-

tions and answers about Stephen Ministry to help you 

better understand what this kind of care giving is all 

about. 

What Exactly Is Stephen Ministry? 

Stephen Ministry is a ministry in our congregation in 

which trained and supervised lay persons, called 

Stephen Ministers, provide one-to-one Christian care to 

individuals facing life challenges or difficulties. 

Who Is Involved? 

Stephen Leaders are the ones who oversee and direct our 

Stephen Minis try. They recruit, select, train, organize, 

and supervise our Stephen Ministers, identify, people 

in need of care, and match them with a Stephen Minis-

ter. We have three Stephen Leaders. They are: Pastor 

Person, Charlie Reddinger, and Phyllis Mengel. 

Stephen Ministers are the caregivers. They have been 

through 50 hours of training in Christian caregiving, 

including general topics such as listening, feelings, 

boundaries, assertiveness, and using Christian re-

sources in caregiving. 

In addition, their training covered specialized topics 

such as ministering to the divorced, hospitalized, be-

reaved, and aging. We currently have several active 

Stephen Ministers. 

Care receivers are the recipients of Stephen Ministers’ 

care. They are people from our church or community 

who are experiencing divorce, grief, loss of a job, loneli-

ness, hospitalization, terminal illness, or any of an end-

less number of other life difficulties. Stephen Ministers 

usually meet with their care receivers once a week for 

about an hour for as long as the care receiver will bene-

fit by the relationship. 

What Do Stephen Ministers Do? 

Stephen Ministers are caring Christian friends who lis-

ten, understand, accept, and pray for and with care re-

ceivers who are working through a crisis or a tough 

time. 

Are Stephen Ministers Counselors? 

Stephen Ministers are not counselors; they are trained 

lay caregivers. Their role is to listen and care—not to 

give advice or counsel. Stephen Ministers are also 

trained to recognize when a care receiver’s need ex-

ceeds what they can provide. When that happens they 

work with care receivers to help them receive the level 

of care they really need. 

Can I Trust a Stephen Minister? 

Trust is essential to a caring relation ship, and Stephen 

Ministers are people you can trust. Confidentiality is 

one of the most important principles of Stephen Minis-

try, and what a care receiver tells his or her Stephen 

Minister is kept in strictest confidence. 

Why the Name Stephen? 

The name Stephen comes from St. Stephen, who was 

the first lay person commissioned by the apostles to 

provide caring ministry to those in need as re corded in 

Acts 6. 

What’s the Pastor’s Role? 

Pastors will always be the primary caregivers, but there 

is no way pastors can meet all the needs for care. God 

has called all of us, not just pastors, to minister to one 

another. Stephen Ministry multiplies ministry by turn-

ing pastors into equippers, so they can enable lay peo-

ple to provide caring ministry as well. 
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Where Did It All Start? 

Stephen Ministry has been around since 1975, when 

Kenneth Haugk, a pastor and clinical psychologist, be-

gan it to multiply the caregiving in his congregation in 

St. Louis, Missouri. We have had Stephen Ministry here 

at St. Mark’s for a number of years and are one of more 

than 7,000 Stephen Ministry congregations from more 

than 90 denominations. Stephen Ministries St. Louis, 

the organization behind this international ministry, is 

headquartered in Missouri. 

How Can Someone Receive Care from a Stephen 

Minister? 

 

Pastor Jim is our Stephen Leader who co ordinates re-

ferrals. If you or someone you know could benefit from 

the care of a Stephen Minister, you can talk to Pastor 

Jim, or to any of our other Stephen Leaders. Any of our 

Stephen Ministers would also be happy to help you 

through the process. (If you want to talk about Stephen 

Ministry for someone else, make sure you get his or her 

permission first.) 

How Much Does It Cost? 

Stephen Ministry is a caregiving minis try available to our 
members and community free of charge. 

How Can Someone Become a Stephen Minister? 

Begin by talking to one of our Stephen Leaders or Stephen 
Ministers and they can tell you more. We hope to train a new 
class of Stephen Ministers soon.  Stephen Ministers make a 
two-year commitment to train and serve. 

What Does the Stephen Series Logo Mean? 

The Stephen Series logo consists of a cross and circle to-
gether with a broken person and a whole person.  The broken 
person behind the cross symbolizes the brokenness in our 
lives due to our sin and imperfections. The whole person 
stands in front of the cross be cause it is only through the 
cross of Jesus that we are made whole. The circle symbolizes 
both the wholeness we receive through Christ and God’s un-
ending love for us. 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAY’S 
 
1             Lori Ulrich          

3             Jenna Spencer     

               Alan Judd           

7             Staci Geiser         

               Heather  Probst   

8             Robert Mark       

               Zacery Dullen    

11           Griffin Phelan     

               Grace Phelan      

               Karen Maher      

12           Roland  Bergner  

               Daphne  Anderson           

13           Emma Malette    

15           Mary Elizabeth  Lichtenwalner     

16           Jane Stone           

               Cynthia  Lang     

               Kenneth Lang     

19           Billy Clisham      

22           Logan Fleegal     

               Jackson Fleegal   

23           Donna Lahr        

24           Mary Fisher        

               Jenny Sustak       

               Michael  Frey      

               Terry Stohler      

25           Christoper Moody           

               Cheryl   Martin   

27           Matthew Johns   

               Keri Flickinger   

29           Paulette Beverly               
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St. Mark’s Church Council 
 

President                   James Carl 

Vice President           Charles Reddinger 

Secretary                   Lisa Hand 

Treasurer                   Calvin Smith 

Financial Secretary   Rita Trovalli 

Council Members     Zara Bennett  

                                    Greg Bennick               

                                    Reuel Deppen 

                                    Pastor Jim Person 

                                    Molly Stanton 

                                    Thomas Stohler 

                                    Mary Sultzaberger 

                                    Tracey Swetnam 

                                    Lori Ulrich 

                                    Donald Young 

Organist Emeritus    Betty Briner 

Minister of Music      Joyce Van Nieuwkuyk 

Church Secretary     Kim DiPaolo 

Youth Director          Jesse Woodrow 


