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— Watched young and old alike
enjoying the annual Bunny Breakfast
from under the piano in Fellowship
Hall. He was a little put out that for
a half day he was the second most
famous animal at St. Mark’s but he

Palm Sunday
April 5, 2009
8:15 & 11:00 a.m.

got over it and helped with the
cleanup of crumbs.

— Looks forward to the Palm

Sunday Coffee Hour. He plans to be Maundy ThurSday

April 9, 2009
Noon & 7:00 p.m.

there and he hopes to see lots of
people eating, talking, and leaving a
treat or so for him.

Good Friday
April 10, 2009

— Is pleased to learn that in the
Noon & 7:00 p.m.

future the carillon in the bell tower
will again be ringing out the good

news of Jesus to the neighborhood Easter Sunday

around the church. April 12, 2009
8:15 & 11:00 a.m.

— Wandered into a classroom where

the young people were getting

instruction on the meaning of Holy SPECIAL DATES
Communion. Their enthusiasm gave
}C“;n SC‘;me hope for the future of the * Passion/Palm Sunday, April 5, 2009
urch.
* Holy Week, April 5-11, 2009
— Marvels at the generosity of the * Maundy/Holy Thursday, April 9, 2009
congregation in its support of the * Good Friday, April 10, 2009
Messiah Food Pantry in these * Holy Saturday, April 11, 2009
troubled economic times. e Easter Day, April 12, 2009

— Hopes to see a lot of people in
church in the wupcoming Palm

Sunday/Holy Week/Easter services. PURPOSE STATEMENT - St. Marks is a church that
This, according to him, is Christian- P raises God Worship
ity at its finest. R elishes Relationships Fellowship

A cts as God's Ambassadors Evangelism

Y earns to Learn Discipleship

S erves God and Our Neighbors Ministry




FROM THE PASTOR

56The angel spoke to the women: "There is nothing to
fear here. I know you're looking for Jesus, the One
they nailed to the cross. He is not here. He was raised,
just as he said. Come and look at the place where he
was placed. ""Now, get on your way quickly and tell
his disciples, 'He is risen from the dead. He is going
on ahead of you to Galilee. You will see him there.'
That's the message." (Matt.28: 5-8, The Message)

“I know you are looking for Jesus.” Have you ever
felt like the women at the tomb on that first Easter
morning? Have you ever felt as if you need to see Jesus
in order to know everything is all right? Does it ever
seem as though Jesus has been hidden from you, or
worse yet, is deliberately hiding himself from you?
When those women arrived at the tomb they were fully
expecting to see Jesus lying inside. They must have felt
very afraid, as we might, at the uncertainty of being
separated from the one who promises to never leave or
forsake us.

Seeing the fear on their faces, the angel quickly
reassures them that there is no reason to be afraid. Itis
actually good news that Jesus is not in the tomb. What
seemed at first like a cruel trick or heartless act of grave
robbery was, in reality, the result of Jesus keeping his
promise that death would not hold him for long. He
had promised that he would be raised from the dead,
and the empty tomb was proof that his promise was
good.

In our times of searching we might remember the
empty tomb and the angel’s message. We can be
reassured, as the women were, that even though we
might feel separated from our Lord for a time, he is,
even now, fulfilling his promise to never abandon us.
We might never have the privilege of speaking with an
angel of the Lord face to face. (I am certainly no expert
on if/how angels work in our world. I have heard
many differing opinions and accounts and will reserve
judgment pending personal experience!) I do believe,
however, that we see evidence that Jesus is alive and at
work in our lives.

When we see the hungry fed, the thirsty given a
cup of cold water, the homeless given shelter, and the
sick cared for, we see the risen Lord working in and
through both care givers and care receivers. When
someone is in a desperate situation or other dire need

and they “just happen” to meet up with someone else
who is uniquely able to help them, it is as if the angel
were reaching out to them and saying, “there is
nothing to fear here. The Lord knows your needs and
is able to meet whatever they may be.”

Perhaps the most wonderful words ever spoken
are “He is risen!” Each time we reach out to someone
in the name of Christ we are proclaiming those words
over and over again. That wonderful proclamation
would be meaningless if it had not been for the ugly
death, dark night, and shock of an empty tomb that
preceded the angel’s message. When we find ourselves
struggling with the darkness or the emptiness, we
would do well to remember those words. When we
encounter others who are searching for a Lord they
cannot seem to find, we might take on the role of the
angel and reassure them with that proclamation, along
with a good dose of genuine Christian love and
whatever help we can offer. “I know you are looking
for Jesus” is a statement that holds truth for all of us at
some time or another. “He is risen!” is the answer that
can quiet our fears.

The angel told the women that morning to go and
tell the disciples, “He is risen from the dead.” The
encounter then ends as the angel says, simply, “That’s
the message.” Disciples have been retelling the story
and proclaiming that message ever since. St. Mark’s
has been an important participant in proclaiming that
message as disciples gather here to celebrate that
glorious day and them go into the world to spread the
message through word and deed.

I hope you will attend not only the wonderful
Easter celebration this year, but all of the Holy Week
services as well. The message of resurrection is even
sweeter when it brings relief and reassurance from the
days of uncertainty, suffering and darkness that
precede it. Only by reliving the full experience can we
fully appreciate the joy in the proclamation “Alleluia,
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!”

In the name of the risen Christ,




February 17 Council Meeting Highlights

The meeting of February 17t was called to order by President Jim Carl. Concerns were lifted up for several members of
the congregation and others with health problems or other concerns. Zara Bennett opened the meeting with prayer.

The agenda and minutes of the January meeting were approved. Pastor Jim noted that attendance is good ant that we
are still getting visitors. Overall things are going well at St. Mark’s.

Cal Smith reported that the finance committee is pleased that we are at least “breaking even” thanks to the continued
support of the congregation

A written report was received from Evangelism Ministry noting that helpers are needed for the Nursery School’s Bunny
Breakfast on March 28th. Banners will be placed by property committee for Lent and in the spring. Gift bags and invita-

tion to Easter services will be given to the nursery school children.

A written report was received from Worship, Music, and Arts Ministry noting that some people will not be familiar with

the Taize style worship service, so a brief explanation will be included in the parish post.

A written report was received from Christian Education Ministry. David and Molly Stanton attended the Camperson
meeting at Tree of Life ELC on Feb. 3. Marian Pearson and Tracey Swetnam have volunteered to co-chair Vacation
Bible School and it will be held June 28- July 2, 2009.

Youth Ministry reported that their joint meeting held at Christ Lutheran in Linglestown was well attended by both
youth groups and went well. We have several acts for the Shrove Tuesday/Mardis Gras/Talent Show on February 24t.
Some upcoming events are the Lock-in to be held in March and the Senior High/ Young Adult retreat to be held in April.

A written report was received from Social Services Ministry noting that loves boxes will be packed by the Youth Group
and Zara will take them to the post office. The Lenten service project was decided on: Collect money for Christian

Churches United and the Food Pantry.

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM.

APRIL BIRTHDAY’S
2 George Shultz 20 Alice Dormer LUTHERAN NIGHT
3 Janet Peter Danielle Sultzaberger
Margaret Harnish Patty Ernest ] AT THE SENATORS:
Kristen Tremblay 22 Earl Russell
g \I\ileilclzigﬁ e“giﬁigi‘; ger 23 iﬁztr;/ '\éﬁgz;f Come out to support the Harrisburg Senators and
Michelle Sholder 25 Ross Moody the Lutheran Camping Corporation on Friday May
8 Connie Schwartz 25 Kimberly Dinger 1, 2009 at 7:00PM. Tickets are $6 per person. $2 of
12 Linda Dullen 26 Karin Senft the ticket price goes to support camps Kirchen-
13 Donald Herbster Denise Harr wald and Nawakwa. If you would like to purchase
Ke'fmeth Shillingsford Melya Neifert your tickets in advance, please sign up on the
14 Gail Russell 29 April Trout
15 Susan Simpler 30 Mary Evanoff sheets located at both entrances to the sanctuary.
16 Anthony Weldon The deadline for ordering is April 12. If you have
Harriet Mark any questions, please contact Molly or David
17 Lauren Rausch Stanton. (657-7725)
18 Carol Watkins
Ethan Flickinger




THANK YOU NOTES

To our St. Mark's family,

Joe & I would like to express our sincere thank you for
all the cards and prayers extended to us before and
after the death of my mother, Dorothy Kitzmiller.

I especially would like to thank Pastor Jim for being
there with me the last two weeks of my mother's life.
I'would not have been able to make it had it not been
for his kindness and compassion through the whole
ordeal. The service he provided for her, for the short
time he knew her was just beautiful. Also, we would
like to thank the Kitchen Auxiliary for the luncheon
provided for us after the service.

I am so glad we are part of the St. Mark's family.

Love & God Bless to you all,
Loraine & Joe Mariner

Dear Friends at St. Mark’s,

How do I begin to express my gratitude to such a
loving and caring church family.

I am overwhelmed by your love shown by your
prayers, cards, flowers, phone calls, visits and food!
What a comfort.

A million thanks — I am grateful for all of you.

Love,
Ginny Ragot

Pastor Jim and St. Mark’s Family,

Thank you for the visits, prayers, cards and beautiful
flowers. They were very much appreciated.

Thank you,
Mae DeBlasio

Dear Family and Friends,

I would like to express my deepest gratitude for all the
loving hearts and hands that helped to make the
Extravaganza a wonderful success story.

To all of you who so faithfully gathered nearly every
week for two years, or who created at home, and made
the many beautiful items to be sold . . . I am so very

proud of you and your workmanship . . . Thank you!

To those of you who gave of your time to help or wait
on customers . . . Thank you!

To those responsible for advertising and
promotions . . . Thank you!

To the property committee for making a storeroom for
the unsold items and display pieces . . . Thank you!

To those of you who helped to tear down, inventory
and pack the remaining merchandise . . . Thank you!

To our special church secretary, Kim, who added her
artistic ability by creating the large outdoor sign,
bulletin board displays, and outstanding flyers . . .
Thank you!

For the encouragement and support from Joyce and
Pastor Jim . . . Thank you!

And a very special thank you to my wonderful family
who helped and supported me during these past two
years. To daughter, Michele, who diligently worked on
making beautiful treasures from others’ trash, and to
my very patient husband, Bill, who lived in our
home-turned-into-a-factory for the duration . . . Thank
you!

And of course, to all of you who patronized, and
admired . . . Thank you!

How very pleasing and rewarding it is to hear the
beautiful sounds of the Bell Choir ringing true.

The most rewarding result of the entire event was
joining with St. Mark’s Lutherans and other faiths from
the community, working together in doing God’s work
(after all, it was His idea in the first place!).

Now . . . the unsold merchandise has been carefully
packed and stored, waiting until the time when it will
join additional newly created items to be sold. So,
watch for the doors to the Extravaganza to open again
in the future.

In Christian Love,
Betty Shook

P.S. The total sales (so far) is $11,165.54!



Thank You, Thank You!

I wish to thank Pastor Jim for the visits to the hospital,
and all the cards I received during my stay in the
hospital. It's a privilege to be part of such an amazing
group of people at St. Mark’s.

Thank you,
Harry Roat

MEMORIALS

Robert Boal:
Willard-Waterman Court #54
Order of The Amaranth

Dorothy Kitzmiller:
William & Ketrin Varner
Gary & Helen Slentz
Annabelle Curtis
Holly Bryson
Mary Lou & Wilbur Jones, Jr.

Carrie Young:
Julia Rowe
Glenn H. Gluntz
Jack Walmer
Gary & Norma Graham
Paul & Margie Stouffer
Miriam Glosser
Grace DeHart
Bill & Sany Kroah
Shirley Johns

NEW ADDRESS

Helen Grottola

Frey Village

1020 N. Union Street, Room 324
Middletown, PA 17057

THE CRITICAL READERS
“The Story of Edgar Sawtelle” by David Wroblewski,
next meeting Thursday, March 26th at 10:00 a.m.

HI WAY CLEAN-UP

The next clean-up of our two miles of Oak Grove Road
is scheduled for Saturday, April 4th at 9:00 a.m. If you
can help, please contact Calvin Smith (652-3808). We
will meet at the parking area of Resurrection Cemetery

at 9 am. Those interested may meet for breakfast at
the Skyline Restaurant at 8 a.m. Thank-you for your
help.

SOCIAL MINISTRY is in need of volunteer

drivers to provide transportation for people who

would like to attend services but are unable to drive to
church. One need is for someone who lives just off
Progress Avenue, approximately 3 miles from St.
Mark’s. Especially needed are volunteers who would
be willing to offer rides for a resident of Homeland
Retirement Center at 1901 N 5th Street in Harrisburg.

Any interested persons may contact Carolyn Shadle
(545-4135) or Judee Leister (545-4418). Thank you for
helping us to help others.

YOUTH GROUP NEWS

April 5 — YG Meeting: “Movie with a message”
Spring Retreat Registration Due $65, 6-9 p.m.
April 12 — Easter
April 17 - 19 — Senior High/Young Adult Retreat
“Camp in the woods” 6 p.m.
April 26 — YG Meeting 6-8:30 p.m.

CONGRATULATIONS TO:

Civilian-support awards were recently given to Dina

Solito and Tracy Ingram by the Lower Paxton Town-
ship Police Department for helping fellow citizens in
emergencies.

PLEASE NOTE in an effort to ensure the

continuing quality of the ministry and communication
provided through The Parish Post, the Mutual Ministry
Committee asks that all articles submitted for publica-
tion in The Parish Post be submitted in complete form,
as they will appear in The Parish Post. Handwritten or
typed articles are OK, but content should be complete
when submitted. If an article needs to be written from
an outline or other minimal content, it should be
submitted by the Thursday prior to the final deadline
for submissions. The final deadline for Parish Post
information will continue to be the third Sunday of the
month preceding the month in which the information
is to appear, unless affected by holidays or other
circumstances.

Submission dates for upcoming Parish Post articles are:
April 19th for the May Parish Post
May 17th for the June Parish Post
June 21st for the July Parish Post

Material submitted after the deadline will appear the
following month if the information is still pertinent.



WOMEN OF THE ELCA

Day of Renewal

Date: Saturday, April 18, 2009

Time: 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

(Registration begins at 9:00 a.m.)

Place: Memorial Lutheran Church

34 E. Orange Street
Shippensburg, PA 17257

Cost: $10.00 (Includes program and lunch)

Program: “Health and Healing”

Offering: The offering will be received for
“Cattlin’s Smiles” whose mission is spreading
cheer to chronically ill children.

Contact for Questions: Gertrude Kampmeyer, 717-

264-0760 or email: gckamp@innernet.net

Presenter #1 - Dr. Charles “Buzz” Myers, Gettysburg
College - “Health and Healing in the Bible”

Presenter #2 - Cheryl Hornung, Dauphin, PA “Cattlin’s
Smiles” A group who works with chronically ill
children.

2 Ingatherings: > Journals
> Coloring Books

Sponsored by the Women of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America Lower Susquehanna Synodical
Women'’s Organization

(please complete and mail this section of the form by April 12, 2009)

Make check payable to LS SWO Women of the ELCA and mail this section to:
Kathy Hefner, 48 E. Main St., Fayetteville, PA 17222

W/ELCA SCHEDULE APRIL 2009
April 7 - Sewing and Project Day 9:00 a.m.

Esther Circle no meeting in April
April 18 - Day of Renewal, Shippensburg (see details)
Kathy Hefner has a new address, it will be to
her sooner:
755 Oxford Road
Lancaster, PA 17601
April 28 - Eve Circle 7:00 p.m.

Women'’s Fellowship Dinner

Will be held on Friday, May 1, 2009

Baked chicken and ham will be provided, as well as
beverages. Pot-Luck or Covered Dish will make up the
balance of our meal. Last year we had many delicious
dishes. Tickets will be available at the office or from
one of the Board members, but don’t ask too soon. The
tickets are not available at this time. The deadline to
get tickets will be 4/19/09.

There will be more information to follow in the bulletin
or posters.

Name Phone

Address

City State Zip
Home Church City Cluster,

Email address:

Dietary Restrictions?




CAMPING INFORMATION

Listed below are a few items that were not

covered during the camping presentation on March 1,
2009. If you have any questions about this or any other
information, please contact Molly or David Stanton
(657-7725).

Congregational Day Camp — Aren’t sure about
sending your child away to camp but would like them

to have the experience? This program is the perfect
opportunity to introduce your child to camp. Fully
trained counselors from Camp Nawakwa will come to
our church and lead the program for the kids. The kids
will be participating in the same activities that the kids
who are attending Camp Kirchenwald and Camp
Nawakwa will be. They will play games, Bible study,
crafts, songs, and more. This program is open to
children ages 6-12. It will be held June 22- June 26 from
9:00 — 4:00. The fee for the week is $100. St. Mark’s will
pay Y2 of that fee for members of the congregation.

Family Camp - If your child will not be attend-
ing resident camp at Kirchenwald or Nawakwa but
they attend Family Camp with you, St. Mark’s will pay

$150 per child toward your fee for that week. This
amount is the same amount that we would pay if your
child was attending resident camp. Family Camp is a
great vacation idea. It is close to home and a family of
four can spend a week in beautiful surroundings,
sharing great fellowship, and having fun all for under
$1,000. All meals and lodging are included. It is a
great value in these tough economic times.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE:

St. Mark's Portion - $150 per child

Camp Person Discount - $10

Early Bird Discount, paid in full by April 4 - $15
Second Child in Family - $25

Third Child in Family - $25

Bring A Friend Discount - $25 (Friend must be a first
time camper)

Camperships are available — The camping corporation
will give out up to $375 toward the cost of camp for
your child. If you choose a program that costs more
than that fee, you are responsible for the difference.

Treasurer’s Report Summary
February 2009

RECEIPTS
Feb. 09

Operating $18,466
Benevolence 2,074
Subtotal 20,540
Hunger 220
Building Fund 615
Memorial Fund 465
Designated Funds 3,652 (1)
Nursery Sch payroll 3,106

Total $28,598

EXPENDITURES
Feb. 09

Operating $20,627
Benevolence 1,958

22,585
Hunger 194
Building Fund 3,194
Memorial Fund 0

Designated Funds 10,073 (2)
Nursery Sch payroll _3,106

$39,152

(1) Receipts include: Nursery School Scholarships $63; Youth $202; Mission Partner $99; Extravaganza/Bell Fund
$1,584; Carillon Fund $350; Evangelism Outreach $75; Youth Trips $1,012; Super Bowl Sun. $257; and Love Boxes

$10.

(2) Expenditures include: Extravaganza/Bell Fund $347; Mellinger Int. $50; LWR $36; Youth Designated Fund
$2,490; Transportation Fund/Youth Trip $7,000; and Youth I/O $150.

Calvin Smith
Treasurer
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‘I see you've laid up for yourselves treasures
in heaven. Is this some sort of tax dodge?”




