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COUNCIL PRESIDENT

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As I write this, it's been about a week since Molly, the
kids, and I returned from Family Camp at Nawakwa.
A great time was had by all, reacquainting with old
friends and making new ones. I enjoyed the bicycle
ride to Gettysburg, and the Pole Steeple hike in Pine
Grove Furnace State Park (where I encountered a
copperhead for the first time). Photos from camp may
be viewed at http://share.shutterfly.com/action/
welcome?sid=0Abs2zNqzcN2TnQ.

The Bible study theme for Family Camp was Love to
Serve. Although we’re not all pastors, or church
musicians, or Sunday School teachers, we are all called
to serve in some way. We may be parents caring for
children, or grown children caring for elderly parents.
We may give a co-worker a ride, or collect trash from
the side of the road. The important point is that if we
serve with love, it is service to God.

I heartily recommend the camp experience. Nawakwa
and Kirchenwald have something for everybody, from
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day camp for younger kids, to elder camp; from
traditional camping, to adventuring, and service; plus
retreats and more at the Wittle Farm. More information
is available at http://www.lutherancamping.org/.

On a different subject, I found a handwritten note in
my box last week addressed to Council. The writer was
concerned about parking at St. Mark’s for those with
limited mobility, noting that there may not be enough
parking spaces along the front drive for all those who
could use them. In response, we're asking more
able-bodied parishioners to park in the spaces to the
north and east of the building, or the United Church
Center lot, leaving spaces in the Arlington Avenue lot,
especially at the upper end, available for those who
need to park closer to the main entrance. Look for a
notice elsewhere in the Parish Post and the Sunday
bulletins. The Property Ministry will also be
investigating further options.

Yours in Christian service,
Dave Stanton
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SAINT MARK’S YOUTH GROUP
(SMYG) will be starting again after a very busy

summer! Our first Youth Group Meeting is slated for
September 13t at 545P. Our meetings usually last till
around 830P. “What do we do at our meetings?” -Great
Question. One of our favorite sayings at SMYG is “If
you stay you play, if you stay you pray.” In the over 2
and a half hour meeting the youth, young adults, and
advisors all participate in a number of activities. The
meeting is sandwiched in prayer. We open with a short
introductory prayer and then we end with Candle
Prayer. Candle Prayer has proven to be the most
intimate time of our meeting. It can last anywhere from
5 minutes to, on some retreats 2+ hours!!! In between
our prayers we share about what’s going on in our
lives, we play games and then we begin our bible study
and life application of the Word. As the Youth Director
here at St Mark’s for over 5 years I can tell you that it is
a blessing to be here with the wonderful youth of St.
Mark’s. SMYG consists of members of our church but
also many friends that were invited once (that may
have lots or little formal faith formation) and decided
to stay to play and pray with us. I am looking forward
to spending another year here with our youth and I
thank God for the opportunity everyday. I am just one
part of the body just as everyone else in our church, but
I am so blessed to live it out here with SMYG.

This year we welcome the 6t graders; Mike Betz,
Serena Merlo, and Alexis Ulrich. We are awaiting your
presence at the candle!

There are many people that step up throughout the
year to make this ministry possible and for that we are
thankful. Although we are always in need of some-
thing, if you would like more information about how
you can help us out please email me at
smyg4christ@verizon.net or call me at 717-903-6309.

In His
Jesse

ST. MARK’S NURSERY SCHOOL

St. Mark’s Nursery school is eager to begin its 13t year.
We are always delighted to welcome new families into
our school and to welcome back some old familiar
faces. We are so grateful for St. Mark’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church for sponsoring our Christian based
Nursery School and making us feel welcome. We
appreciate ALL the support we receive throughout the
school year.

This year we have had an increasing number of
requests for scholarships and that total is about $3400
for the year. We raise a good part of the money we give
away at our Bunny Breakfast and also with our
KidStuff book sale. However this year that is not
enough to meet our needs. Thankfully, and largely do
to the fact that our church family had been so suppor-
tive last year , we were able to add our award from the
Giant A plus program to our scholarship fund in the
amount of $910.17 . We still have 3 families who need
scholarships and we are trying to find ways to meet
these families needs. We have not received any money
from the EITC tax credit fund so far this year so the en-
tire amount of money given as scholarship money
came from our budget which had been totally utilized.

We would like the entire church as part of winning

team. How can YOU help....

1. Pray for our staff , our children and our families.

2. Mark your calendars for March 20t" for our Bunny
Breakfast.

3. Purchase a KidStuff book for $25.00 and save your
self money as well as donating $12.50 to our school.
This year we will be receiving matching funds from
Thrivent. See any board member to purchase one or
stop by the church office to see a sample book.

4. Continue to put your Karn’s receipts in the box at the
rear of the sanctuary. This program runs year round
so we need your receipt and also those of your
family , neighbors and friends. You do not need to
submit the entire receipt. At the bottom you will see
the words 1 for the schools and a dollar amount. This
is all that we need. However if it is easier, turn in the
entire receipt.

5. If you would like to contribute to the scholarship
fund directly you may put money in the yellow
church envelop that has been provided to you in
your box.

6. Register for the Giant A plus Rewards program
when it becomes available in the fall.

7. Spread the word about our program. We currently
have one opening in our 3 year old class and several
in our two year old class.



HELP NEEDED FOR APPLE

FESTIVAL - st. Mark's will be holding its Apple
Festival on Sunday September 27 from 1:00 - 4:00PM.
We are in need of donations for the craft table and the
bake sale table as well as food items (hot dogs and
rolls, sausage, sloppy jo, chips, and drinks). We are also
in need of volunteers to man these tables as well as the
games. Help is also needed for setting up and tearing
down. A portion of the proceeds from the sale of food,
baked goods, and craft items will go to the Christ
Lutheran Mission of Mercy Medical Clinic. If you can
help with any of these things please contact any
member of the Fellowship Ministry: Dennis DeFrank,
Lisa Hand, Pr. Person, Molly Stanton, and Tracey
Swetnam.

ST. MARK'S APPLE FESTIVAL

RETURNS!!  The F ellowship Ministry would
like to invite you and your family and friends to attend
the Apple Festival to be held on Sunday September 27
from 1-4PM. There will be food and games as well as a
concert by Christian Artist Judy Hall starting at 4PM. If
you would like more information please contact the
church office. (652-6700)

RALLY DAY/BRING-A-FRIEND

SUNDAY - Sunday September 13, is Rally Day/
Bring-A-Friend Sunday. The Christian Education and
Evangelism ministries are inviting you and your
friends for a morning of food, fun, and fellowship.
The Christian Education Ministry will provide
refreshments after both services that day. We will be
introducing the new curriculum (Spark) from
Augsburg Fortress as well as introducing the teachers
for the year, and the kids will show us what they did
during Vacation Bible School. Worship services are at
8:15 and 11:00 with the Rally Day fun starting at 9:30 in
the Fellowship hall. Hope to see you there!!!

SUNDAY SCHOOL RESUMES!!!

Sunday September 20th will be the first day of Sunday
school. It is also the day that we will hand out Bibles to
children in grades one and two. Classes will be
available for children age 2 and up. Children must be
the appropriate age for their age group before
September 1st. (i.e., if your child will be in the Pre-K
class, they must turn 4 or 5 before September 1st.) If
you have any questions, please contact Molly Stanton
(657-7725)

EXTRAVAGANZA ARTISIANS meet

every Thursday at 1:00 PM. Anyone interested in
helping can contact Betty Shook.

In future Parish Posts, we will publish a list of needed
items.

PARKING

Able-bodied parishioners are asked to park in
the lots north (doctors” offices) and east
(hospital side) of the church building, and in
the United Church Center lot. In addition to
the marked spaces along the front drive,
please leave the upper end of the Arlington
Avenue lot available for those who need to
park closer to the main entrance. Thank you.

SEPTEMBER EVENTS FOR W/ELCA
9/8 - Esther Circle

9/14 - Unified Meeting

9/15 - Sewing

9/22 - Eve Circle

SPECIAL DATES

* Labor Day, September 7, 2009

* Patriot Day, September 11, 2009

* National Grandparents Day, September 13, 2009
* First Day of Autumn, September 22, 2009



THANK YOU NOTES
Dear Church Members,

Thank you so much for your contribution of $1,000 to
Christian Churches United. Your generous support of
the ministries of Christian Churches United means so
much to the people we help and to the Tri-County
community. Christ said, “as you do to one of the least
of my brethren, you do unto me”. There is still so
much work to be accomplished and your contribution
will enable us to continue our action ministry and
witness.

We thank you again for your kindness and generosity.

Yours sincerely,
Jacqueline Rucker
Executive Director

Dear St. Mark’s Family,

Thank you so much for the prayers, calls and cards
during my recent surgery. The procedure went
smoothly and I am happy to have it behind me. Stan
and I both thank Margie and Paul Stouffer for their
visit and the tasty home cooked meal they delivered to
us the evening after. Thank you to Pastor Person for
his persistence in reaching me by phone to check up on
me despite his own pains and recent plight with his
back.

Sincerely,
Susan Simpler

To My St. Mark’s Family,

Thank you so much for your prayers, cards and calls
during my recent surgery and recovery. Thank you
also to Esther Circle for the lovely flowers I received.

It is very comforting to know I am a part of such a
caring family of friends.

With Sincere Thanks,
Janice Alloway

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone
for celebrating my birthday, September 7, 2009.

Harry Road

NEW ADDRESSES

Mindy Snyder
414 Emerald Lane
Sneads Ferry, NC 28460-6544

Sommer Ulrey
2650 Creekview Drive, Apt. E
Dauphin, PA 17018-9121

BIRTHDAYS

1 Carl Grove
Bonita Mitchell

6 Ida Werner
Travis Sultzaberger
Julie Eyer
Kathy Dullen
Robert Bertrand

7 David Horton
Harry Roat

8 Katlyn Betz

11 Sara Shoaff

12 Robert Long
Donna Gutshall
Helen Grottola

13 Gladys Hafer
Lainey Huertas

14 Mary Elizabeth Howell
Carla Whitaker

15 William Kroah
Betty Shook

17 Joseph Clisham
Barbara Heym

20 Dina Solito
Catherine Russell

22 Megan Hauf

24 Dennis Dinger

25 Michael Betz

26 Janet Smith
Nick Bargmann
Michael Hengst
Diane Lane

29 Tracy Ingram
30 William Shook



The Women of the ELCA will again this year coordinate the Lutheran World Relief Project. The project will include pre-
paring Health Kits and School Kits. Below is a listing of the materials needed to complete both kinds of kits. You do not
need to supply an entire kit. One or two items will help! Items may be brought to the narthex of the church beginning

in July.

SCHOOL KITS

¢ Notebooks of wide-or college-ruled paper
approximately 8 x 10%2” totaling 150-200 sheets
(if using 70 sheet notebooks, please include three);
no loose-leaf paper

¢ One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded
steel blades work well)

e  One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters
on one side and inches on the other

¢  One pencil sharpener

¢ Six new, unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers;
secure together with a rubber band

¢  One eraser approximately 22" long

e 12 sheets of construction paper in assorted colors
¢ One box of 16 or 24 crayons

¢  One sturdy cloth bag approximately 12” X 14”

with cloth handles or drawstring closure (see
lwr.org for more information)

SEWING KIT

Cotton or cotton-blend fabric (no knits or 100% polyes-
ter); fabric should have no stains or holes and be cut
into a piece measuring;:

e 2Viyards of 60” wide fabric, or

e 3yards of 44” wide fabric, or

e 4 yards of 36” wide fabric

¢ One package of about 10-15 needles for hand
sewing

¢ One spool of matching thread, 250-300 yards

e Six to 10 average-size matching buttons (12" to %4”)
preferred

HEALTH KITS

e One hand towel, dark color recommended

e  One washcloth, dark color recommended

¢  One bath-size bar (4-5 0z.) of soap, any brand, in its
original wrapping

¢  One adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging

¢  One sturdy comb (wide-toothed), remove packaging

¢ One metal nail file or nail clippers with file attached
(no cardboard emery boards)

e Six Band-Aids® (or similar brand), preferably %2” to
3,

SOAP

A brand new bar of soap signals dignity and cleanliness.
LWR accepts new bars of any brand soap, in its original
wrapping. All bar sizes are accepted; however, bath-size
bars (4-5 0z.) are highly preferred.

The Project Comfort Ingathering Offering goes to defray
processing and shipping expenses of the quilts and kits
sent overseas by Lutheran World Relief.

Due to the increased conflict and natural disasters
around the world the need for these projects has
increased considerably. = Congregations, as well as
individuals, are asked to make an extra effort to increase
the number of quilts and kits they normally contribute to
help meet the growing demand.



Treasurer’s Report Summary

July 2009

RECEIPTS EXPENDITURES

uly 09 uly 09
Operating $15,143 Operating $17,684
Benevolence 1,777 Benevolence 1,793
Subtotal 16,920 19,477
Hunger 210 Hunger 212
Building Fund 553 Building Fund 0
Designated Funds 2,778 (1) Designated Funds 2,779 (2)
Nursery Sch payroll 0 Nursery Sch payroll 0

Total $20,461 $22,469

(1) Receipts include: Nursery School Scholarships $118; Youth $156; Mission Partner $111; Evangelism Outreach $75;
D Fund $500; Food Bank $ 25; Fast for Hunger $65; Altar Guild $25; Misc. Refunds $740; and Youth Trips, Etc. $963.

(2) Expenditures include: Mission Bells $866; Mellinger Int. $167; Evangelism $459; Camping/Retreats $260; D Fund
$200; Souper Bowl/Hunger $257; and Misc./Assembly Registration $570.

Calvin Smith
Treasurer

BIBLE QUIZ

Salt is necessary for the human body and has also
been used as a preservative for meat and other foods.
In the Bible, salt represents permanence, loyalty,
fidelity, use-fulness, value and purification.

In Matthew 5:13, Jesus tells his followers they are the
salt of the earth. But, he adds, “If salt has lost its
taste .... it is no longer good for anything.” What was
Jesus’ message? Choose the correct answer below.

A.Jesus’ friends should remember him when they
put salt on their food.

B. Jesus’ friends are important, but if they fail to
serve him and tell others about him, they will
have neglected the roles he has for them.

C. Bad salt is good for nothing.

D. Christians should have a positive influence on the
world.

Answer: B

BE TRANSFORMED

It's Labor Day weekend — a time to rest from our labors.
But this is also an opportunity to reflect on our daily work
and discern whether our effort is thankless and uninterest-
ing or something that gives us deep and lasting satisfac-
tion. God intends for our work to be much more than a job,
much more than a daily grind. It should be, instead, a voca-
tion — which means, quite literally, a “calling.”

In Romans 12:2, Paul challenges us with the words: “Do not
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is
the will of God — what is good and acceptable and per-
fect.”

The apostle’s advice, then, is to be transformed by the
renewing of your minds. Paul says be transformed by
discovering what the Lord God is calling you to do.



GROWING UP{ASTY

In September, Monarch butterflies
migrate to warmer climates. In
God's wonderful design, these

butterflies have gone through an
amazing transformation. This craft
will remind you of the ongoing
transformation that God has
planned for you, 100.

What you need:

* Clear, one-gallon zipper baggie
(with no writing)

Colored tissue paper

Scissors

Wooden, one-piece clothespin
Pipe cleaner

* Black permanent marker

* Glue and wiggly eyes (optional)
* Magnet tape

What you do:

1. Turn the baggie inside out and
rub it on your head to create
static cling. Then turn the
baggie right-side-out again.

2. Cut tissue paper into
2" x 2" squares.

3. Fill the baggie with tissue squares.

4. Press excess air out of the bag
and zip it. Lay the baggie on
its side (this will form the
butterfly’s wings) so the zipper
is at the top.

S. Pinch the baggie with the
clothespin so it divides the
baggie into two equal parts
to create the butterfly’s head
and body.

6. Thread the pipe cleaner through
the hole atop the clothespin to
form the antennae.

7. With a permanent marker,
write “Romans 12:2” on the
bottom half of the clothespin.

8. Draw on eyes {or glue on
wiggly eyes).

9. Attach a strip of magnet tape
to the back of the clothespin.
Then display the butterfly on

your refrigerator.

Be lransforme(l

It’s the beginning of a new school year, and you’ll be growing and changing
every day. Below is an important lesson that God wants you to remember.

Color in the letter boxes that have an asterisk (*).
Then write the letters that are left on the lines below to finish Romans 12:2.
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