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October 2009 

St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
4200 Londonderry Road, Harrisburg, PA  17109 

(717) 652-6700 
www.stmarksharrisburg.org       

e-mail: stmarkslutheran@verizon.net 
The Rev. James E. Person, 717-695-7525 

PURPOSE STATEMENT  -  St. Marks is a church that  
P raises God                                            Worship  
R elishes Relationships                           Fellowship  
A cts as God's Ambassadors                  Evangelism  
Y earns to Learn                                      Discipleship  
S erves God and Our Neighbors             Ministry 

FROM THE PASTOR 

 
 “Ah,” Jesus said smiling, and he bent down to hold 

the hands of the children standing nearby.  

 

But the disciples scolded the parents.  “What do you 

think you’re doing?  Jesus is too important and too 

busy to talk to these children!  Move your    children 

back!” 

 

When Jesus heard the disciples say these words, he 

stood up and turned back to the grown-ups. 

 

“What do you mean?” Jesus said to the disciples.  

“These children are as important to me as you 

are!”  (Mark10:13-14, Spark Story Bible) 
 

Recently it seems that I am being reminded again 

and again of the special role children played in Jesus’ 

earthly ministry.  Jesus holds children up as an          

example of what our faith should be like.  He uses    

children as an example of the powerless and vulnerable 

of society that we are called to love and to serve in his 

name.   

 

In the passage above, the disciples thought that   

parents should not bother Jesus with their children   

because he was too busy dealing with “grown-ups.”     

I love the Story Bible translation of Jesus’ response;  

“These children are as important to me as you are!” 

 

It seems only natural that our thoughts turn to    

children at this time of year.  The school year has      

recently gotten underway, busses are visible on the 

streets and roadways, playgrounds are noisy, and the 

activities of the school year again fill our calendars.  

 

I have had the opportunity to share Bible stories 

with the children of St. Mark’s Nursery School several 

times as I greet familiar faces in the classroom and try 

to learn the names of new students.  When I see the 

way the children’s faces light up as we open the Bible 

for story time I am thankful that we provide a place 

where they can hear about God’s love for them as 

shown in Jesus Christ.  As they follow the story with 

wide-eyed interest and take part in the activities Mrs. 

Oliver plans to go with the stories, I get a renewed    

perspective on the wonder of child-like faith.  More 

than once their cheerful welcome and enjoyment of the 

story has lifted me out of a less-than-enthusiastic start 

to my day. 
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We are also just a few weeks into a new Sunday 

School year here at St. Mark’s, and that has turned my 

thoughts to the faith of the children as well.  We are 

excited about the new Spark Sunday school curriculum 

we are using and the children seem to be enjoying it 

and learning from it as well.  We have an excellent staff 

of teachers who I am sure will do a great job of      

bringing our children’s faith to life.  If you or your   

children haven’t been to Sunday school for a while, 

now is the time to start or start back! 

 

One of the things that stands out in the story of Jesus 

blessing the children is the eagerness of the parents to 

bring their children to Jesus.  They know that Jesus is 

someone very special and they want their children to 

have the experience of knowing him.   

 

With competition from so many other things our 

children can be involved in these days, I hope we  

haven’t lost that eagerness.  Scripture assures us that 

Jesus is the same “yesterday, today, and forever” but 

even the most elite athletic careers seldom last past 30 

or so years of age.  I love sports and believe they can be 

good for children when kept in proper perspective.       

I also hear Jesus say, “Seek first the kingdom of God 

and his righteousness and all these things will be given 

to you as well.” 

 

I have often heard people say, “I wouldn’t want to 

be a kid these days.”  Every generation of children 

faces challenges and it seems as time goes on the     

challenges get more and more intense.  Of course, the 

same can be said for adults but hopefully we learn  

constructive ways of coping with challenges as we   

mature.   

 

One very important factor in dealing with the     

challenges of life is self-esteem.  We need to know that 

someone loves us and that we are important.            

Self-esteem learned at an early age can help us cope 

with the difficulties and successes of life from         

childhood till our life’s end.  What better image booster 

could there be than to hear “Jesus loves me this I know, 

for the Bible tells me so!”  What could make a child feel 

more important than to hear Jesus tell the disciples, his 

closest associates, “These children are as important to 

me as you are!”  Jesus has a special place in his heart 

for children.  As children of the Heavenly Father, we 

can all find comfort in that place. 

 

                                            Your brother in Christ, 

                                            Pr. Jim 

THE CHURCH MOUSE: 

 
— Speaks for the whole neighborhood, people and  

animals alike, when he relates the joy of hearing the 

bells ringing out to share the peace and goodness of 

God in music.  Although he has not wandered so far, 

he understands that they can be heard as far as the   

Colonial Park Care Center.   

 

— Was sure happy to find out that food has returned to 

St. Mark as   witnessed at the outdoor worship/picnic 

and the revival of the Apple Festival. 

 

— Watched with curiosity as people touched the      

button at the handicapped entrance and saw someone 

come and open the locked door.  He tried to jump up 

and touch the     button but found it to be a little high. 

 

— Went to indoor church on Rally Day/Bring a Friend 

Sunday and was overjoyed to see the choir, many    

people he has not seen for a long time, and most       

importantly, some people he has never seen before.  

The new liturgy and the enthusiasm shown by the con-

gregation promises a good year to come.  By the way, 

he didn’t bring a friend. 

 

— Continues to cheer on the staff and lay people who 

make St. Mark’s Youth Group one of the best in the 

area.  Serving not only our parish, but the Christian 

community as a whole is commendable to say the least. 
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W/ELCA ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
W/ELCA will be participating at a flea market at the 

Friendship Senior Center on Saturday, October 10th 

from 7:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. We have reserved two      

tables. We are looking for small household items or 

jewelry. NO CLOTHING. Volunteers will be needed.  

 

October 4th will be Lutheran World Relief Ingathering 

of the quilts, school kits, sewing kits, and health kits. 

 

Connie Wise and Dottie Bird took 20 lbs. Of tabs to 

Ronald McDonald House.  This is the equivalent of 

1400 tabs per lbs. Or 28,000 tabs. 

 

Thank you girls and the congregation for your support.  

 

The quilting group needs gently used regular double 

flat sheets. 

 

 

RETIRED KNITTERS: 
Have you ever considered donating your baby yarn to 

be made into sweaters for newborns at Harrisburg 

Hospital?  Please call the church office, 652-6700 or 

Betty Briner, 545-5402.  These needy babies will be glad 

you did and so will you. 

 

 

TO ALL SENATORS FANS: 
Thank you all very much for your attendance at the 

game on August 30 promoting dementia awareness.  It 

was such a beautiful day and I think a great time was 

had by all!  We should do it again sometime but on a 

grander scale. 

 

                                                          Betty Briner 
 
 

THANK YOU NOTES: 
 

Dear St. Mark’s Family, 

 

Ed and I wish to express our sincere thanks for all the 

prayers, cards and phone calls during our recent    

medical emergency. 

 

When you are alone in unfamiliar surroundings it is so 

helpful to know you are not forgotten 

 

                                                          With sincere thanks, 

                                                          Ed & Pat Nettling 

Dear St. Marks Family, 

 

I would like to express my sincere and heartfelt thanks 

for all of the prayers, the cards, the flowers, the visits 

and the uplifting phone calls I received during and   

after my recent stay in the hospital and my recupera-

tion at home.  A special thank you to Pastor Person for 

his visits and to the Ester Circle for the beautiful flower 

arrangement.  Your thoughtfulness and kindness were 

and are greatly appreciated. 

 

                                                          In Christian Love, 

                                                          Mary Gill 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

I would like to take this time to thank the following 

people:  Pastor Jim & Marian, Leigh Ann Bryan, Janice 

Alloway, Delana, Dameion & Casi Frey, Molly, James 

& Kimberly Stanton, Lori Ulrich, Andrea & Serena 

Merlo, Brent Whitaker and all others whom helped 

with Vacation Bible School.  It was a wonderful time 

had by all.  I would also like to say thank you to all the 

kids that made this all possible, because without the 

kids and their parents it would not have been possible.  

We sure hope to see everybody back next year. 

 

                                                          In Christian Love, 

                                                          Tracey Swetnam 
 
Dear St. Mark’s Family, 

 

The Herbster families wish to thank you for the       

flowers, cards and prayers during our recent illnesses.  

Also thanks to Pastor Jim for his visit to the hospital on 

surgery day. 

 

It is always nice to know people care.  We feel truly 

blessed here at St. Mark’s. 

 

                                                          Respectfully yours, 

                                                          Don & Ruth 
 
Dear Friends at St. Mark’s, 

 

For all your prayers, cards and thoughts, we send our 

sincere thanks and gratitude. 

 

How heartwarming it is that you have remembered 

Bud during his illness and it is greatly appreciated. 

 

With love and God’s blessings to all. 

 

                                                          Hilda Deibert & Family 
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FRIENDLY VOLUNTEERS OF ST. 

MARK’S: 
Practice your talents.  We need 20 people and their 

friendly smile to serve cups of coffee, tea, cold water 

and home baked cookies to our voting neighbors on 

Election Day. 

 

—Please prayerfully consider sharing Gods love with 

others. 

 

—Home baked cookies are also needed which will 

benefit the youth of St. Mark’s. 

 

—Please use sigh-up sheets at either entrance  or call 

Alice Houck 545-1068. 

 

 

THE SHACK: 
An Adult Book Study Retreat on the book by William 

P. Young led by The Rev. Kris Brown.  October 6—8, 

2009 Zinn-Tozer Lodge, Nawakwa. 

 

Registration fee: $115, lodging and meals provided. 

 

Please call 717-677-8211 or visit www.

LutheranCamping.org to register. 

 

 

FALL FOLIAGE DAY: 
Sunday, October 18th at Kirchenwald & Nawakwa.   

 

Nawakwa                                         Kirchenwald 

Pumpkin painting                         Pumpkin painting 

Apple butter boil                           Canoeing/Kayaking 

Hayrides                                         Mountain biking 

Hiking.                                           Hiking 

 

Bring your family and friends to camp for a fall         

afternoon!  Both events will run from 1—6 pm.  An 

evening meal will be provided.  Registration is $5/

person. 

 

Please call 677-8211 or visit LutheranCamping.org by 

Sunday, October 11 to register. 

 

 

 

Thank you to Judee & Roy Leister for inviting me to the 

recent luncheon. It was great to fellowship with you 

both. 

 

                                                          Sincerely, 

                                                          Loraine Mariner 
 
To Our St. Mark's Family, 

 

Joe & I wish to thank all of you for the prayers, cards 

and concerns, during the recent illness and passing of 

my sister, Helen Slentz. Thank you to Pastor Jim, again 

for being there for me and getting me through the    

services and making it possible to see my sister one last 

time before she died. Also, thank you to Marian for her 

support and understanding, lending Pastor Jim to me. 

 

                                                          Sincerely, 

                                                          Loraine Mariner 
 
Dear Friends at St. Mark’s, 

 

Thank you so much for the cards and telephone calls 

during my convalescence from my recent surgery.  

Your thoughts and prayers helped me over a rough  

period.  Unfortunately, it seems that surgery is an     

annual event for me; however, I promise that I will not 

have elective surgery in 2010.  Thank you for your kind 

thoughtfulness. 

 

                                                          Jim Carl 
 
 

NEW HANDICAP CHIME: 
There is now a chime in the hallway near the church 

office for the handicapped entrance.  If you are in the 

building and hear the chime, please check to see if 

someone needs to have the handicapped door opened. 

 

                                                          Thank You 
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

3             Margie Stouffer  

               Susan Tremblay  

4             Hannah  DeFrank             

               Melissa Dinger   

               Brock Judd          

5             Emma Mink        

6             Phoenix Lewis    

               Dorothy Sutch    

7             Marsha Nicodemus         

8             Kendall Beverly  

               Adrian  Waters   

               Kathryn McClain             

9             Willard Dormer  

               Dameion Frey     

               Dylan Kroah       

10           Wayne  Metz      

11           Sarah Lawrence 

               Zara Bennett 

               Kathy Kilgore     

               Reuel Deppen     

               Michael  Gelehrter            

14           Susan Bennick 

15           Tina Smith          

               David Smith       

16           Nathan Cleaver  

               Bennett Fleegal   

17           Jean Miller          

19           Albert Magaro    

21           Richard Deppen               

               Karen Lingle       

               Wayne Smithers               

               Mary Gill             

24           Kristian  Beverly               

               Kenneth Forney  

26           Jared Fleegal       

               Helen Dugan      

28           John Herigan, Jr.              

               Margaret Bittinger           

               Brianne Judd      

               Marguerite Rothrock       

29           Larry Watkins    

               Helen Warrington           

30           Steven Harman  

               Thomas  Botts     

               Brian Dinger       

                                                           

QUILT AUCTION: 
Sunday, November 1, 2008 to be held at Advent        

Lutheran Church, 1775 E. Market Street, York, PA 

17402. 

 

2:00 Silent Auction, 3:00 Live Auction, 4:00 Worship, 

followed by dinner. 

 

Whether you’re a quilter or a crafter, this day is for 

you!  All proceeds from the day benefit the Endow-

ment Fund, making camping possible for generations 

to come! 
 

Please register before October 18.  This is a free event, 

and includes an evening meal. 

 

 

WOMEN’S CRAFT RETREAT: 
November 13—15, 2009 at Nawakwa.  Projects are pro-

vided and you may bring your own to work on!   

 

Registration fee: $125.   

 

Please call 717-677-8211 or visit www.

LutheranCamping.org to register by November 6.  

Meals, lodging, and most supplies provided. 

 

 

NEW ADDRESSES: 

 
Lisa Clisham 

812 Loyola Drive 

Towson, MD 21204-3712 

 

Mindy Snyder 

414 Emerald Lane 

Sneads Ferry, NC 28460-6544 

 

 

YOUTH GROUP: 
 

4 — Jesus Justice Jazz Concert!  Gettysburg Seminary 

       Meet @ church at 1:30 PM, $5. 

9 — 10 Lock in (Bring $5 for pizza) 6:00 pm. 

18 — YG meeting 6:00—8:30 pm. 

25 — Confirmation!  Late Service 
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CROP WALK 2009: 
 

The Church World Service Sponsored CROP WALK for 

Hunger will be Sunday, October 18, at 1:30 on City  

Island.  Help make a difference in the lives of hungry 

children, refugees, displaced people, and those      

struggling to survive. 

·      One in twelve people worldwide is malnour-

ished, including 160 million children. 

·      Every 3.6 seconds someone dies of hunger re-

lated causes. 

·      Every year, nearly 11 million children die be-

fore they reach the age of five. 

·      In the US 13 million children go to bed hungry 

every night. 

Church World Service provides many of the necessities 

(food, shelter, blankets, medicine, etc.) to help people 

who are struggling just to live.  That’s why CROP 

WALK is so important. When we walk, we join with 

thousands of caring people around this nation in      

creating a refuge for people in need.  See Calvin Smith 

or Jesse Woodrow for a sponsorship form. 

 

 

FAMILY FUN NIGHT AT THE 

WHITAKER CENTER: 
 

Sponsored by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 

 

Saturday, Oct. 17th 

5PM to 9PM 

 

Children, families and youth groups are welcome to 

attend the free event and food will be provided. 

 

 

SPECIAL DATES 

*  World Communion, October 4, 2009 
*  Columbus Day, October 12, 2009 
*  Reformation Sunday, October 25, 2009 
*  Reformation Day, October 31, 2009 

 

WELLNESS FAIR FREY VILLAGE:  

 
Wednesday, October 14, 2009, 11:00 am — 3:00 pm at 

Frey Village 1020 N. Union Street, Middletown, PA 

 

11 am - 12 noon: Thrivent Financial Seminar - “My Life, 

My Plan” 

 

12:30 - 1 pm:  Interactive & Educational Skin Cancer 

Program 

 

11:00 am - 3 pm (every half hour):  Nutritional Cooking 

Sessions by The Hetrick Center 

 

Complimentary blood pressure screening & spinal 

analysis screening.  Free chair massages by Compas-

sionate Care Hospice.  Door prizes and give-aways! 

 

For more information, please call (717) 930-1200. 

 

 

OCTOBER 4th AT 3:00 PM:  
Celebrate St. Francis of Assisi Day by joining us for the 

traditional pet blessing.  Gather in the meditation      

garden with our two and four legged friends. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT SUMMARY 

AUGUST 2009 

 

                                                 RECEIPTS                                       EXPENDITURES 

                                               August   09                                       August   09    

Operating                              $19,921                                              Operating              $19,303  

Benevolence                             2,262                                              Benevolence               1,776             

Subtotal                                  22,183                                                                                 21,079         

 

Hunger                                         226                                             Hunger                           210                                             

Building Fund                              719                                             Building Fund                   0 

Designated Funds                   2,361 (1)                                        Designated Funds      6,282 (2)  

Nursery Sch payroll                      0                                             Nursery Sch payroll          0                                                             

Total                                      $25,489                                                                                $27,571                    

     

(1) Receipts include: Transfer to Mellinger Int. $1,000; Nursery School Scholarships $96; Youth $194; Mission Partner 

$62; Evangelism Outreach $85; World Vision $355; Project Comfort $100; and Youth Trips. $469. 

 

(2) Expenditures include: Youth $2,350; Communion cups $42; NS Scholarship $452; Mission Bells (Transfer to Ex-

travaganza Comm.) $1.800; Mellinger Int. (Camera). $414; D Fund $250; World Vision $424; Youth Trips $525; and 

Food Bank $25. 

 

                                                                                                                                                 Calvin Smith, Treasurer 
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Council Members     Zara Bennett  
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                                    Dylan Kroah 

                                    Gitta May      
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                                    Pastor Jim Person 

                                    Mary Sultzaberger 

                                    Tracey Swetnam 
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